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Linton Zoo has evolved out of our family’s love, interest and concern for the
wildlife of the world and in 2012 we are celebrating our 40th anniversary!
IN JANUARY 1972 we moved from Bishop’s Stortford,
Herts, (where we had a thriving pet shop and zoo
suppliers business) to Linton, where we could establish
a centre for breeding wildlife. Our large private
collection of exotic species and the stock left unsold
at our shops when we moved formed the nucleus of
our present day collection.
The ignorance and greed of our own human race
has driven many species of wildlife to extinction,
mainly through over-hunting and the destruction
and alteration of natural habitats. We have always
believed that the destruction of natural habitats will
continue and the rate of extinction will increase until
Man realises his error. Man is destroying the tropical
forests at an alarming rate - an area the size of
Coasta Rica is lost every year. During the ‘great dying’
of the dinosaurs, the extinction rate was a possible
one species per thousand years; today it is estimated
at being one species per day, a shameful increase
brought about by our own human race.
Unfortunately very few people realise or care what
extinction really means - but we do!

We now have a large collection of wildlife ranging from
Mexican Red-Kneed Tarantulas and Snakes through
to Giant Tortoises, Hornbills, Toucans, Kookaburras,
Parrots, Owls and Turacos, beautiful Snow Leopards,
magnificent Amur Tigers, African Lions, Hartmann’s
Mountain Zebra and Brazilian Tapir. Each year new
species are brought in, many of them being part of
an international captive breeding programme, so the
collection is constantly on the increase.
From the very early stages we have achieved a
good breeding record with some ‘firsts’ to our credit.
The gardens now cover 18 acres and are maturing
into a wonderful sight which many people now come
especially to see. Thousands of bedding plants are
put in every year and we have some interesting trees
and shrubs which catch the eyes of even the nonbotanically minded visitors!
The gardens are important to the animals who live
here, helping to create a more natural environment;
they also provide a home for many different native
species who have discovered our zoo to be a safe
place to live and breed.
During the summer, thousands of butterflies also
visit the gardens, breeding on the wild plants which
we leave especially for them. We expect that most of
this probably goes unnoticed by the average visitor,
but it is an added bonus for us, as it is wonderful and
very rewarding to see so many different creatures
moving in, to live and breed in the safety of the zoo.
Katinka
Amur tigress
Born 19.04.06
Linton Zoo

COLOURFUL GARDENS. Beautiful blossoms provide a stunning
display. Summer bedding plants now replace the Spring
blooms providing a riot of colour and scent for all to enjoy.

It is obvious that our wonderful wildlife needs all
the help it can get if it is to survive into the future.
Captive breeding programmes for as many species
as possible, including those not directly under threat
at the present time, will ensure a safeguard against
extinction. It has always been our aim to create a
place where these threatened creatures could be
brought to live safely and peacefully and where they
could be happy and contented to breed. The site at
Linton seemed to be the ideal place.
When we first moved here we were faced with a basic
open field, ten and a half acres in size without the
trees, shrubs, gardens and enclosures which you see
today. We estimated that at least ten years’ hard work
was needed to transform the site into a successful
breeding centre, so we began our endless project
of landscaping, planting and building.
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Don’t miss out on all the latest news, stories and of course
cute pictures. Just follow the links from our homepage at
www.lintonzoo.com and follow us on Facebook and Twitter.

While at the zoo please remember it is
our garden which we have devoted to the
preservation of wildlife. It is the home of
many creatures, some of which probably
have young. Please respect it as such.
We wish you a pleasant and enjoyable visit.
The Simmons family
Cover picture of ‘Zuri’ African Lion,
by Ellis Hall of Cambridge, winner of the
2011 photography competition.

BIR THS, HATCHINGS, MOVES AND NEWS
RED NECKED WALLABIES

Earlier this year we welcomed a trio of Red-Necked Wallabies (Macropus
rufogriseus) who arrived with us from Woburn Safari Park. It soon became
apparent that we had acquired an extra addition, as a joey wallaby was
soon spotted sticking its head out of one of the females pouches.
Our young male and his two females have moved in with our mob of Red
Kangaroos near the top of the zoo. The males can reach around 90cm in
height, the females are generally a bit smaller.

EXCITING LEMUR BIRTH

On 29th March, Harriet, one of our White
Collared Lemurs, gave birth to a beautiful
baby boy. There are only 13 White
Collared Lemurs in zoos around
Europe; 9 of which are here with us
in Linton and this is the only birth
in Europe this year. Due to their
extremely endangered status
in the wild and the alarming
ABOVE: Our Red Necked destruction of their habitat, every
Wallaby
joey
‘Bonza’
ABOVE: White Collared
stretching to reach nice birth of this species in captivity
Lemur ‘Harriet’ with her
is vital in helping its survival.
fresh leaves without having
to leave the comfort of
mum’s warm pouch!

EASTER CHICK

new baby ‘Jako’.

This unconventionally attractive little bundle of fluff was our first
Easter Chick of 2012 and has been named ‘Hüwi’ which is Turkmen
for ‘Eagle Owl’. Pictured right just 4 weeks old, this little one will
grow to be one of the largest owls in the world.
LEFT Our Turkmenian Eagle Owlet
‘Hüwi’ pictured at 12 weeks old with
foster mum and keeper Paul Ferguson.

RIGHT: Hüwi posing
for his first photo shoot
pictured at just 4 weeks old.

VERY IMPORTANT PAIR FOR BREEDING

Megan the Mongoose Lemur, born here to Maggie and Henry in 2006, now has a very
special mate of her own. Lizus is 25 years old, but very important genetically for the
breeding programme. Lizus is showing no signs of his age and
bounds around the enclosure like a rowdy teenager. The
pair instantly bonded and can be seen chasing each
other around their enclosure or snuggling up together
wrapped in the warm comfort of
their tails. Megan and Lizus can
be seen in the newly renovated
enclosure next to the coffee shop.
LEFT: Lizus and Megan just hours
after being introduced.
RIGHT: Lizus, still looking good at
his grand old age of 25 years!
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PYXIE FROGS

3 week old Pyxie
Frog sitting on the
tip of a little finger.

We have recently welcomed some Giant
African Bullfrogs (Pyxicephalus adspersus)
to the zoo. Due to their scientific name
they are also known as Pyxie Frogs,
giving the impression of a cute little
frog, like the baby shown left. But as
you can see on the right they grow to
be enormous, weighing up to 2kg and the males
grow to around 25cm long. Now that’s a big frog!

YOU’RE HAVING A LAUGH!

Adult male
Pyxie frog.

The sound of the Laughing Kookaburra now
echos loudly throughout the entire zoo! The
bird starts with a low, hiccuping chuckle, before throwing
its head back in raucous laughter. It’s a familiar sound to
most of us after being used in many films, such as
the old Tarzan movies, despite the fact Tarzan was in
Africa and Kookaburras come from Australia! The pair
arrived in March from Leeds Castle Aviaries in Kent,
which sadly closed its doors for
the last time after over 20 years
in operation.
From Leeds Castle we have also
homed pairs of Scarlet Macaws,
African Grey Necked Crowned Cranes
and Yellow Shouldered Amazon Parrots.

LADY ROSS TURACO

On 13th April we were joined by a young male
Lady Ross Turaco to be paired with our single
female. It was love at first sight and the pair
instantly bonded. Lady Ross’s Turacos are from
Central and Southern Africa. As with
all Turacos they have two toes on
each foot that point forward, one
backwards and the outer toe
can be rotated either forwards
or backwards to help them run
through the trees gripping
branches with ease at
great speed. The call
of a Turaco sounds
like ‘g’way’, which is
why they are often
referred to as Goaway birds.
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OWLS R US!

Our owls have done us proud again with the
Snowy Owls, Turkmenian Eagle Owls and Brown
Wood Owls all producing owlets this year. But
the one we’re most excited about is the Great
Grey owlet. Making his first appearance out of
the nest box on 21st June, the little
one sat out in the centre of its
enclosure, proud for all to see.
This is the first time our
younger pair of Great
Grey Owls have bred,
the male was hatched
here at Linton and
the female, just 3
years old herself, came
to us from the World
Owl Trust in Muncaster,
Cumbria.

Who’s the daddy?

On 6th August our Red Kangaroo joey popped it’s head out of the
pouch for the first time and some lucky visitors were there to witness
the moment and even caught it on camera. It won’t be long before
the little one is completely out of the pouch bouncing around with
the rest of the mob, but with two boys for Matilda to choose from,
who’s the daddy... Walter or Bruce???
Soon after the female gives birth, she will mate and produce
another embryo that halts development until the first juvenile
leaves the pouch. If around males, the female kangaroo is usually
permanently pregnant, except on the day she gives birth.

Sacred Ibis chicks

After 21 days of incubation, our Sacred
Ibis hatched two chicks in July.
The Sacred Ibis was often mummified
by ancient Egyptians as a symbol of the
god. Thoth (left) was considered one of
the most important deities of the Egyptian
pantheon, often depicted with the head of
an ibis. It was also said that the flies that
brought pestilence died immediately upon
a sacrifice of this bird.

Perfect Porky Passion!

A female African Crested Porcupine recently arrived with us from
the Welsh Mountain Zoo to be paired with our male ‘Henry’. It was
immediately apparent that the pair were extremely happy with their
new friendship and were snuggling up together soon after meeting.
If a porcupine feels threatened the hollow quills in the tail are rattled,
followed by a series of growls and grunts and foot stamping. Only if
this fails to deter the attacker will they charge backwards to impale
with the spikes. The quills detach easily, giving rise to the myth that
they ‘fire’ the quills, which is completely untrue!

Welcome to Chobbler!

We were all overjoyed on Friday 3rd August when ‘Chobbler’
the Toco Toucan came to live with us. Hopefully it won’t
be long before a suitable female is selected by the
studbook keeper as a mate for him.
This is the largest and possibly best known species of
Toucan. Its bill is usually between 15 and 20cm long,
it looks heavy, but as with other Toucans it is relatively
light because the inside is largely hollow. The tongue
is nearly as long as the bill and very flat. The average
Toco Toucan weighs between 500 and 850g. Males are
larger than females but otherwise they are alike.
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WHAT ELSE HAVE WE BEEN UP TO?

We never get a minute to stand still here at Linton, there’s always
something being done and always something else that needs doing!
Here’s just a few examples of what we’ve been up to recently.
A cosy Kangaroo house has been provided for our Red roos and wallabies. The
three section stable block has modern facilities and includes a new arrivals area
with rubber mat walls to prevent bumps or injuries. Heating ensures that the
temperature does not drop below 10 degrees in the coldest of winters. Despite
this, of course they’d much rather bask out in the sun!

Bruce and Tilly chill out in the sunshine.

The Red Footed Tortoises and the Yellow
Footed Tortoises (also known as the
Brazilian Giant Tortoise), are
enjoying their newly renovated
bedroom area which can be seen
in the animal house. Both species are
native to South America and despite being
protected and classed as Vulnerable,
they are still hunted extensively for food,
as they are considered a delicacy.

ANIMAL KITCHEN - Only five star
facilities are good enough for
preparing the many different diets
for our animals and birds. Newly
upgraded animal food preparation
kitchens have just been completed.
Our coffee shop kitchen boasts five
star facilities awarded by South Cambs
district council, so why should the
animals in our care have any less!

Ronaldo, one of
our exotic Red
Footed Tortoises.

A lovely jungle effect
indoor area has been
created
inside
the
animal house to make
our Victorian Crowned
Pigeons comfortable for
night time and during the
miserable and cold days.
Queenie our female Victoria Crowned Pigeon.

It seemed like we were going to have to wait
forever for the perfect conditions to allow us to
repair the Tiger pool... but finally we found a day
when everything came together and we were able
to move in and make the necessary repairs and
improvements.

Katinka the Amur tigress enjoys a dip in her pool.
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RIGHT: Dean, Mike
and Mikey rather
proud of their ‘manly’
achievement!

For centuries alligators and crocodiles have been revered as Godlike creatures and many believe that if one takes up residence
on your property, you will have good fortune for the length of
their stay. Our new Snappy Ally Wishing Well is guarded by our
water feature Alligator ‘Ally’. So toss a coin into the pool, make a
wish and see if ‘Ally’ can make all your dreams come true!

FREE THE BEARS

Since 1995 Free the Bears Fund has provided support to a wide range of projects across the globe;
from the rehabilitation of orphaned Bear cubs in the Russian Far East to surveying wild Spectacled
Bears in Ecuador. As Free the Bears has grown they have focused more intensely on the Sun Bears
and Asiatic Black Bears (aka Moon Bears) of South-East Asia and the Sloth Bears of India. Their
support ranges from direct intervention on-the-ground, to providing much-needed funds to local
organisations carrying out Bear conservation work in line with their goals.

WHY BEARS NEED OUR HELP.....

DANCING BEARS are mostly captured from the

wild at a young age (normally by killing the mother),
they then have a hole burnt through the top of their
nose. A rope is pulled through this hole and out of
a nostril, and the cub trained to ‘dance’ by walking
it over hot coals or beating its legs whilst pulling up
on the rope. Soon the cub learns to associate the
pulling of the rope with pain on the soles of its feet,
and so they stand on their hind feet, shuffling from
one to another as soon as they hear music.

The Bears’ behaviour is
controlled by pulling on the
rope causing them pain.

CAMBODIAN BEARS are exploited and abused is so many different ways including:
• Restaurants where they are butchered and served as Bear paw soup or other
delicacies to diners.
• Hotels and restaurants where they are caged for the amusement of visitors
• The black market where their gallbladders and other parts are used for
traditional medicines or souvenirs.
• Poachers sell orphaned cubs as pets or as a status symbol.
• Illegally smuggled into neighbouring countries for Bear Bile Farms.
Braised Bear Paw is considered • Caught in snare traps set in the forests to capture animals.

a delicacy. The paws are usually
cut off whilst the Bear is still
alive as proof of freshness.

BEAR BILE FARMS Bile Bears or battery Bears are kept in China,

South Korea, Laos and Vietnam to harvest bile, a digestive juice produced
by the liver and stored in the gall bladder. When
extracted, the Bear’s bile is a valuable commodity for
sale as an ingredient in traditional Chinese medicine.
The bile is usually extracted twice a day through an
implanted tube, producing 10–20ml of bile each time;
the process is believed to be extremely painful, as
the Bears can be seen moaning and chewing
Bile Bears are often kept in tiny cages to allow
easy access to insert the ‘milking tube’.
their paws while being milked.

FUND RAISING EVENING AT LINTON ZOO

On Saturday 14th April we were joined by Matt Hunt, Chief Executive of the
Free the Bears foundation who gave a presentation on the tremendous
work they do to rescue Bears kept in appalling conditions. We would
like to thank everyone for their support in time, prize donations and
of course for donations given.
At the end of the evening we
were pleased to be able to give
money raised to Matt Hunt.

RIGHT: Dawny Greenwood presents
Matt Hunt, Chief Executive of Free
the Bears with money raised during
the Fund Raising Evening.
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FOR THOSE WHO WANT SOMETHING MORE
THAN JUST A ZOO VISIT
ERS’
ZOO KEEP
LPER
E
H
E
L
T
T
I
L

You can book in advance a
Keeper Experience package.

For
ages 5-8

A unique way of getting
much closer to some of
your favourite zoo
animals.

ZOO K
EE
EXPER PER
IENCE
For
Adul
& Chil ts
d re n
age 8+

ALL EXPERIENCES INCLUDE:
• All day entry to the zoo,
• Certificate of participation,
• Animal sponsorship for 1 year,
• Donation to wild animal
conservation projects.

An ideal gift for Birthdays,
Christmas & other special
occasions.

MEET, FEED
AND SPONSOR
A BIG CAT
age 18+

ES
PERIENC

TE EX
CORPORA
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BIG CAT &
LARGE MAMMAL
EXPERIENCE
age 18+

K E E P E R TA L K S A N D A C T I V I T I E S
A selection of some of these exciting keeper talks and activities
are planned for the weekends and school holidays.
The daily programme is displayed near the entrance.
Kangaroo/Wallaby feed and keeper talk
Find out all about the Kangaroos, Wallabies and other
marsupials as the Red Kangaroo and Red Necked
Wallabies have their lunch.
At the Kangaroo/Wallaby paddock*

Tapir feed and keeper talk

A chance to find out more about these large
rainforest creatures when our Brazilian Tapir
family have their lunch.
At the Tapir paddock*

Animal encounters

Meet the keepers with some of the little zoo animals which
may include Geckos, Blue-Tongued Skink , Bearded Dragons,
Owls, Giant snails, Guinea Pigs, Snakes and Stick Insects.
Venue varies, check the information board at the entrance.

Free-flying birds and Owl encounter
A chance to get very close to some of our owls and
other birds. In better weather you may see Odin
and Ayesha, our pair of Great Grey Owls, freeflying which is a thrilling experience as the owls
swoop low over your head, and meet ‘Dodger’, the
comical Cara Cara.
Wonderful photographic opportunities!
Not during the winter but check the information board at the entrance.
Birds flown will vary depending on the time of year and weather.

Southern Ground Hornbill
keeper talk

Meet Oboe, the first successfully hand-reared
Southern Ground Hornbill in Europe. Learn all about
this wonderful species from Africa and what we are
doing to support projects in the wild.
At Oboe’s enclosure *

Tiger conservation talk
Find out all about our Big Cats here at the zoo and what we are doing to
help save these magnificent creatures in the wild.
At the top of the Tiger enclosure*
* We reserve the right to cancel or alter any of the advertised programme. If you are visiting to specifically
attend any of our scheduled talks please check before you visit to confirm that the activity you wish to
attend will still be taking place. Many of the talks are weather-permitting and times may vary.

Telephone: 01223 891308

www.lintonzoo.com
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CONSERVATION AND EDUCATION!

As a modern zoo we have many responsibilities to fulfil including
conservation, education, animal welfare, research and recreation.
Conservation is the principle role of all zoos as we work to preserve animal species, many of which
are endangered. Two of the main ways we are involved with conservation are via captive breeding
programmes and supporting conservation projects in the wild, which are all working to protect
endangered species.
The breeding programmes at the zoo help save
Conservation projects supported
species from extinction and also assist us with
by Linton Zoo during 2011/12
our other aims; to teach our visitors about the
• The European Association for the Study
environment and to care for the wild. Every
year, through our conservation charity, we raise
and Conservation of Lemurs (AEECL)
thousands of pounds to support projects which
• Tapir Specialist Group
help to protect the environment and wildlife all
• Free the Bears
around the world.
• EAZA-IUCN/SSC Southeast Asia Campaign

SNOW LEOPARD TRUST

Founded in 1981, the Snow Leopard Trust is
the world’s leading authority on the study and
protection of the endangered Snow Leopard.
WHAT YOUR MONEY CAN BUY!
• $5 (£3.23)* = 1 day of GPS satellite time for
tracking snow leopards
• $450 (£290.75)* = is enough to purchase
one digital remote sensor camera
• $100 (£64.61)* = manages a wildlife reserve
for snow leopards for one month

• Snow Leopard Trust
• Wildlife Vets International - Tiger Conflict
Resolution Programme
• Wild Sambirano Grey Gentle Lemur
Population Survey
• Mabula Ground Hornbill Research &
Conservation Project
This is not a complete list.

*Currency conversion from USD to British
Pounds correct at time of going to print.

SPONSOR A SNOW LEOPARD TO HELP SAVE THEM IN THE WILD
We’ve put together a special sponsorship pack for our Snow Leopards,
50% of the cost goes straight to The Snow Leopard Trust. By sponsoring
one of our Snow Leopards, Centurio or Lhamo, before 31.12.12, you can
help support the fantastic work done by the Snow Leopard Trust and
help us raise funds to build a new Snow Leopard Paradise.

SUCCESS! With the extensive research collated from their non-

invasive GPS-collars and camera-traps, Snow Leopard Trust and
their partners successfully persuaded the Mongolian government
to rescind their decision to approve permits to kill four Snow
Leopards in the name of research.

Lhamo,
our female
Snow
Leopard,
born at
Dublin Zoo.

EAZA SOUTHEAST ASIA CAMPAIGN

Southeast Asia is one of the most biodiverse regions
on Earth, with many species being at risk of further
decline and/or extinction. The IUCN/SSC has identified
that big animals, those over 1kg, in Southeast Asia are declining most
rapidly and that without immediate action could disappear forever.
We have pledged our support to this campaign, and over the year we
will be raising funds to provide protection for habitats, and to support
further research into this important ecosystem before it is too late.
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TIGER CONFLICT RESOLUTION PROGRAMME

Bangladesh experiences the highest rate of human–tiger conflict (HTC) of any tiger range state, with
at least fifty humans being killed by tigers each year. This inevitably results in a negative impact
on tigers with a number of them being beaten to death by villagers. The Tiger Conflict Resolution
Programme will allow teams from the Bangladesh Forest Department to be trained in anaesthetising
and relocating tigers which have entered villages, before either human or tiger is hurt.

Earlier this year we were pleased to be able to donate
a grant of £2000 to this programme from money raised
at the bouncy castle and visitor donations at talks.
This money enabled Wildlife Vets International to provide a
range of anaesthetic equipment and consumables specifically
chosen to be appropriate for tigers. This equips the Wildlife
Trust of Bangladesh to respond in HTC situations knowing
that they have the right tools to do a professional job.
© Adam Barlowe, Wildlife Trust of Bangladesh.

ABOVE: This tigress entered a village where she was set upon by
villagers. The STP team were called and quickly arrived to anaesthetise
the tigress, taking the opportunity to carry out a health check.
RIGHT: Having suffered several injuries,
including eye damage, the lucky tigress
recovers in comfort inside the cool, spacious
boat cabin. She was then relocated in a
suitable area.
LEFT: The sad alternative. This tigress
was beaten to death with sticks by the
villagers. With your support we can help
put an end to this.
We would like to say a big THANK YOU
to everyone for your donations so far!
A picture says a thousand words.
Distressing to see but sadly the
harsh reality of today’s world.

© Adam Barlowe, Wildlife Trust of Bangladesh.

For more information on this very exciting project or
to find out how you can help stop this happening visit

www.wildlifevetsinternational.org

AEECL (The Lemur Conservation Association)

AEECL is a consortium of European zoological gardens and universities, who have joined forces to
carry out conservation and research projects for Madagascar’s highly endangered
Lemurs. AEECL continues to work on implementing a community-based natural
resource management programme to help local people save their natural
heritage. Such projects include maintaining a firebreak to protect the Ankarafa
forest; encouraging good farming techniques and reforestation through tree
planting and protection. The AEECL also contributes to the wages of 42
teachers in the Sahamalaza area and supports research work in the
forest. The Association is now working to support the community through
ecotourism initiatives and
training local tourist guides.
We are very proud to support
LEFT: Kim Simmons presents
Dr Brice Lefaux, Vice President
of AEECL with cash raised here
from our VIP Lemur Tours.

the work carried out by AEECL
and so far since 2010 we have
donated just over £6,000.
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DIFFERENT WAYS YOU CAN HELP US...

We are never short of people asking to volunteer at the zoo
to help with the animals, but we would also love to hear
from people who would like to volunteer their time for other
aspects of zoo life; gardening,
building, fund raising and much
much more.
No matter how much time you have
to give, there’s always something
Application forms
you can do, so you’d never be bored with us!
are available from

our website or the
gatehouse.

At Linton Zoo we rely entirely on admission fees
to support the work here. We do not receive
help from the government, local authority or any
other source as many people imagine.
Visitors to the zoo may not realise how much
money is needed to build and maintain the
enclosures the animals live in, or how much
money is needed for feed bills each year!

We are always looking for different and unusual
ways to raise money for the conservation projects
we support. Our ebay shop helps us do this, but we
need your help. Anything you would like to donate
for us to sell, can be left at the front gatehouse
or dropped at our warehouse. Please
call first.
Our RECYCLING ENVELOPES for
WE NEED YOUR STAMPS Over £750
ink cartridges, mobile phone etc, are
has been raised by the sale of stamps
flying out of the zoo. In just the first
visitors have collected and donated,
6 months we raised £237.75 from
so please persuade your friends and
items returned in our recycling
colleagues to collect stamps for our
envelopes by you. Collect your
wildlife appeal. Any stamps can
envelopes from the gatehouse.
be dropped at the main zoo gate
A small selection of the items
that can be recycled.
next time you visit.

RAISE MONEY

Our SECRET GARDEN PLAY AND PICNIC
BY SHOPPING
AREA has proved extremely popular with young
and it doesn’t cost you
families, but we’d always welcome new play a penny! Register with Easyfundraising when
equipment your
doing your shopping online - it’s completely
children may have
free and we’ll receive a donation of up to 15%
grown out of. Tiny
from every purchase you make! Plus you get
Tots equipment
loads of fantastic discounts from hundreds of
works especially
High Street stores - everyone wins!
well in the Secret
Garden.
SPONSORING YOUR FAVOURITE ANIMAL IS EASY!
Collect a sponsorship form from the gate or visit the website www.
You will find our keepers
lintonzoo.com (Prices start at just £25 per year). Sponsorships
and volunteers
make excellent eco-gifts and our gift packs can often be
passionately rattling
prepared at quite short notice
charity boxes collecting
too. Unlimited admission for one
your odd coins for
year can be purchased at
good causes.
a discount price, when
We also
taken in conjunction
organise
with a sponsorship.
special fund
Charlie our male Crowned Lemur
raising
is currently the most sponsored
events too.
animal in the zoo. He is pictured
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here with his loving wife Talata.

FOR
W
NE 12
20

VIP BIRTHDAY PARTY PACKAGE
Spend your special day with us!

Meet the lemurs at our Rare Lemur Breeding Centre
with a special appearance from some of our reptiles or owls.

Included in the package:

‘The day
was totally
magical.’

‘The best birthday
party EVER!!’
Molly age 8
ABOVE: Molly and Charlotte
enjoy their personalised birthday
cake. LEFT: Molly pictured with a
baby Giant Sulcata Tortoise.

UPGR
A
AVAI DES
LABL
E

• Picnic lunch or indoor buffet,
• Goody bags for all the children,
• All day admission to the zoo (during normal
opening hours),
• Free use of the bouncy castle (height restrictions,
weather & availability permitting),
• One birthday child receives a gift of animal
sponsorship,
• Birthday gift of a framed souvenir photo in a
bespoke Linton Zoo photo presentation folder,
• Minimum of 10 children,
• 2 free adults for every 10 paying children.

Visit www.lintonzoo.com for more information.

MERCER & HUGHES NEW
VETERINARY SURGERY

On Sunday 10th June we were asked to open the new
surgery in Dunmow for local veterinary group Mercer
and Hughes. Kim and Dawny went along for the grand
opening with their friends including; Dusk the Barn
Owl, and Dot the Blue Tongued Skink.
Can you spot the Macleays
Spectre stick insect?

Kim Simmons cuts the ribbon to officially open the new Dunmow
branch of Mercer and Hughes veterinary practice with veterinary
surgeons Seamus Mone, Stephen Flood and Ilse Pedler.

PAWS AND TAILS

During February half term Essex County Council’s
libraries invited families to attend events in local
libraries to celebrate the animal kingdom. Families
here also got to meet a selection of our smaller
zoo animals as Kim and Dawny took our Outreach
programme out on the road.
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GAMES AND ACTIVITIES

WHOSE SPOTS AND STRIPES ARE THESE?

Can you tell which animals are shown here? Some are babies so may look different from the parents!

SPOT THE DIFFERENCE

There are 8 differences between these two
pictures. Put a circle round each one on the
bottom picture.

E

D

C

Q: What do you get if you
cross a skunk with a bear?
A: Winnie the Pooh!

B

A

WHICH PAGE?

This image has been taken
from somewhere in this
magazine, can you find
which page it’s on?
Answer - Page ____

MALE OR FEMALE?

The male and female of a species usually have
different names. Can you guess which is which
for each of the species listed below?

What’s the difference between
a tiger and a lion?
A tiger has the mane
part missing !

M / F?

Tiger

M / F?

LEMUR
Dictator

M / F?

Princess

M / F?

KANGAROO
Flyer

M / F?

Boomer

M / F?

LLAMA
Macho

M / F?

Hembra

M / F?

SWAN
Cob

M / F?

Pen

M / F?

WASP
Worker

M / F?

Drone

M / F?

ANSWERS. SPOTS & STRIPES: A-Tiger, B-Baby Brazilian Tapir, C-African Bullfrog, D-Lion cub, E-Zebra. WHICH PAGE: 8
MALE OR FEMALE: Tiger F-M, Lemur M-F, Kangaroo F-M, Llama M-F,
Swan M-F, Wasp F-M
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TIGER
Tigress

FRIENDS OF LINTON ZOO
If you would like to keep in touch with what’s going on here at Linton Zoo then join the ‘Friends of Linton Zoo’.
Membership for one year is automatic with any donations of £10 or more (£12 or more overseas). You will receive
newsletters, bulletins and e-news when produced keeping you informed of births, new arrivals and other exciting zoo
developments and also of special events.
To join, simply complete the form below, or a photocopy, and hand it in at the Gatehouse or send it to:
Friends of Linton Zoo, Hadstock Road, Linton, Cambridge CB21 4NT together with your donation.

ISSUE 22
Name: Mr/Mrs/Miss/Dr _________________________________________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________ Postcode: ___________________________
Telephone Number: ____________________________________ Age if under 14 years ____________________
I enclose a donation of ________________________________ (please do not send cash in the post)
CHEQUES SHOULD BE MADE PAYABLE TO ‘LINTON ZOO CONSERVATION FUND’
We thank you for your donation. You are assured that all money received will assist the programmes we operate to help rare
and endangered species of wildlife and to help promote a better understanding of them.
The Linton Zoo Conservation Fund is a registered charity, number 802633

LOCATION:

Easy to find and well sign-posted! 10 miles south-east of
Cambridge on B1052 just off A1307 (M11 junction 9 northbound
or junction 10 southbound). Ample free parking for cars and
coaches. Nearest rail station is Cambridge, take Stagecoach 13
to Linton police station stop - the zoo is a 5 to 10 minute walk.

PARTIES

Reduced rates available for groups of 20 or more. Parties must
be pre-booked at least one week in advance. Please telephone
or visit website for an information pack.
CONTACT
For bookings and further information:
Linton Zoo, Cambridgeshire’s Wildlife Breeding Centre,
Hadstock Road, Linton, Cambridgeshire, CB21 4NT

Telephone/Fax:(01223) 891308

www.lintonzoo.com

PLEASE OBSERVE THE PARK RULES:
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

All animals and birds can and may bite or peck!
Do not put your hands near anything.
Please walk quietly around the Zoo, do not run or shout.
Feeding of animals by visitors is not allowed, not even with grass or
leaves. It is unnecessary, unkind and may lead to injury or death.
Children under 14 are not allowed to wander unattended. Parents
and guardians must not let children out of sight at any time.
It is an Environmental Health requirement for everyone to
wash their hands properly before eating and after attending any
animal contact session. Facilities can be found at the toilet block
and warm water for soiled hands at the reptile house.
Dogs and pets are not allowed around the Zoo. There is a lane
nearby suitable for walking dogs.
Ball games are restricted to the car park and playing field only.
Do not cross any of the safety barriers or garden borders.
Children must be supervised when using any play equipment.

THESE PARK RULES ARE FOR THE BENEFIT OF VISITORS AND
ANIMALS ALIKE - THANK YOU

First Aid is available from the entrance gate.

OPENING TIMES

Last admission 1 hour before closing time.
From
To
Open
Close
02/06/12 09/09/12
10.00am 6pm
10/09/12 27/10/12
10.30am 5pm
28/10/12 18/11/12
10.30am 4pm
19/11/12 03/02/13
Winter weekends*
*Closed: 24th to 26th Dec 2012.
Open: 27th Dec 2012 to 8th Jan 2013
Check website for exact times and dates

ADMISSION
Prices until 31/12/12 (incl. 20% VAT) are:

Adults

OAP

Child
(2-13 years)

Individuals

£9.00

£8.00

£6.50

SEASON TICKETS 2012
Unlimited Admission for one year
1 Adult £35
NO
2 Adults £ 65
INC PRICE
(Purchased together) FRO REASE
]

1 Child £25

M2

011

!

]

1 OAP £ 30
2 OAPs £55
(Purchased together)
]

FAMILY £100
1 Adult & 3 Children or
2 Adults & 2 Children
Application Forms available from the Zoo Office

Winter Weekend dates apply!
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LINTON ZOOLOGICAL GARDENS

AMUR TIGER

Panthera tigris altaica
Status in the wild:
ENDANGERED
Mirko
Katinka
The largest of all
big cats has fewer
than 250 successfully
breeding adult Amur
Tigers left in the wilds
Katinka, born at Linton Zoo April 2006 of Eastern Russia.

AFRICAN LIONS
Panthera leo

Status in the wild:
VULNERABLE

Zuri, hand-reared at Linton Zoo
Zuri, hand-reared at Linton Zoo

Zuri
Safina
Riziki
Karla
Approximately 30% of
the wild lion population
has been wiped out
from its native SubSaharan Africa in the
last 20 years.

SNOW LEOPARDS
Panthera uncia

Status in the wild:
ENDANGERED

Lhamo, pictured 2 years old

Saffron Walden B1051

Cambridge A1307 (A604) & M11

A. Parrots, Macaws, Cockatoos C. Reptiles
B. Hornbills
D. Animal House & Spiders

Bucorvus leadbeateri

Gyps rueppellii

ENDANGERED *
Ziggy
Kudzie
Flying up to a record
37,000ft, numbers in
Africa are dropping.

GREY NECKED CROWNED CRANE

CONSERVATION STATUS

The conservation status of a species is an indicator of the likelihood of that species
remaining extant (still existing) either in the present day or the near future.

AT LOWER RISK
LEAST
CONCERN

Extinct

No individuals remaining

Extinct in the Wild

Known only to survive in captivity

Critically Endangered

Extremely high risk of extinction in the wild

Endangered

Very high risk of extinction in the wild

Vulnerable

High risk of extinction in the wild

Near Threatened

Likely to become endangered in the near future

Least Concern

Does not qualify for a more at risk category

NEAR
THREATENED

VULNERABLE

ENDANGERED

CRITICALLY
ENDANGERED

Walter & Bruce
Matilda (Tilly)
The only large animal
to hop rather than
walk or run, a male
Kangaroo can leap
over 9 metres (30 foot)
in one jump!

HARTMANN’S MOUNTAIN ZEBRA
Equus hartmannae

Status in the wild:
VULNERABLE

ENDANGERED *
Charles
Camilla
Recently upgraded to
Endangered due to the
plummeting numbers.

CRITICALLY
ENDANGERED
Diego
Julieta
Around 250 birds are
left in the wild.

THREATENED

Walter, our adult alpha male.

Balearica regulorum

Ara glaucogularis

EXTINCT

Status in the wild:
LEAST CONCERN

1. Terrapins
2. Porcupines
3. Leopards

RUEPPELL’S GRIFFON VULTURE

VULNERABLE *
Oboe
Wild numbers are still
dropping in Southern
and central Africa.

BLUE THROATED MACAW

RED KANGAROO
Macropus rufus

MAP REFERENCES

SOUTHERN GROUND HORNBILL

Centurio
Lhamo
Their stocky bodies,
thick fur and large
paws help them
survive in the cold,
snowy climates of the
Mountain ranges of
Central Asia.

Left to right: Harkim, Goya and Heidi

Harkim
Goya
Heidi
The largest of the
Mountain Zebra, the
Hartmann’s live in the
dry, stoney mountain
and hill habitats of
South-West Africa.

ALDABRA GIANT TORTOISE
Geochelone gigantea

EXTINCT IN
THE WILD

Status in the wild:
VULNERABLE

EXTINCT

Teddy, pictured March 2003

and
Teddy
many
Jude
more!
Norma
Living over 150 years
and growing to 150kg
these Tortoises live in
the Aldabra Atoll, a
group of islands in the
Indian Ocean.

* All species indicated have been upgraded to a higher risk status since our last issue!

