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Yelena, 8 week old Turkmenian
Eagle Owlet, picture supplied by
Colin Edwards Photography

Linton Zoological Gardens

Cambridgeshire’s Wildlife Breeding Centre

Linton Zoo has evolved out of our family’s love, interest and
concern for the wildlife of the world.
IN JANUARY 1972 we moved from Bishop’s Stortford,
Herts, (where we had a thriving pet shop and zoo
suppliers business) to Linton, where we could establish
a centre for breeding wildlife. Our large private
collection of exotic species and the stock left unsold
at our shops when we moved, formed the nucleus of
our present day collection.
The ignorance and greed of our own human race
has driven many species of wildlife to extinction,
mainly through over-hunting and the destruction
and alteration of natural habitats. We have always
believed that the destruction of natural habitats will
continue and the rate of extinction will increase until
Man realises his error. Man is destroying the tropical
forests at an alarming rate - an area three times
the size of Switzerland is lost every year. During the
‘great dying’ of the dinosaurs, the extinction rate was
a possible one species per thousand years; today it is
estimated at being one species per day, a shameful
increase brought about by our own human race.
Unfortunately very few people realise or care what
extinction really means - but we do!

We now have a large collection of wildlife ranging from
Mexican Red-Kneed Tarantulas and Snakes through to
Giant Tortoises, Hornbills, Toucans, Parrots, Owls and
Pheasants, beautiful Snow Leopards, magnificent Amur
Tigers, African Lions, Hartmann’s Mountain Zebra and
Brazilian Tapir. Each year new species are brought in,
many of them being part of an international captive
breeding programme, so the collection is constantly
on the increase.
From the very early stages we have achieved a good
breeding record with some ‘firsts’ to our credit. The
gardens now cover 18 acres and are maturing into
a wonderful sight which many people now come
especially to see. Over 10,000 bedding plants are
put in every year and we have some interesting trees
and shrubs which catch the eyes of even the nonbotanically minded visitors!
The gardens are important to the animals who live
here, helping to create a more natural environment;
they also provide a home for many different native
species who have discovered our zoo to be a safe
place to live and breed.
During the summer, thousands of butterflies also visit
the gardens, breeding on the wild plants which we
leave especially for them. We expect that most of this
probably goes unnoticed by the average visitor, but it
is an added bonus for us, as it is wonderful and very
rewarding to see so many different creatures moving
in, to live and breed in the safety of the zoo.

COLOURFUL GARDENS. Beautiful blossoms provide a stunning
display. Summer bedding plants now replace the Spring
blooms providing a riot of colour and scent for all to enjoy.

It is obvious that our wonderful wildlife needs all
the help it can get if it is to survive into the future.
Captive breeding programmes for as many species
as possible, including those not directly under threat
at the present time, will ensure a safeguard against
extinction. It has always been our aim to create a
place where these threatened creatures could be
brought to live safely and peacefully and where they
could be happy and contented to breed. The site at
Linton seemed to be the ideal place.
When we first moved here we were faced with a basic
open field, ten and a half acres in size without the
trees, shrubs, gardens and enclosures which you see
today. We estimated that at least ten years’ hard work
was needed to transform the site into a successful
breeding centre, so we began our endless project
of landscaping, planting and building.
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TURKMENIAN EAGLE OWLET GETS UP CLOSE AND PERSONAL
WITH ONE OF THE PARTICIPANTS DURING A PHOTOGRAPHY DAY.
Stephen got an unexpected treat as Yelena the 8 week old
Turkmenian Eagle Owl comes up for a closer look.

While at the zoo please remember it is
our garden which we have devoted to the
preservation of wildlife. It is the home of
many creatures, some of which probably
have young. Please respect it as such.
We wish you a pleasant and enjoyable visit.
The Simmons family

BIR THS, HATCHINGS, MOVES AND NEWS

TURKMENIAN EAGLE OWLETS

The fluffy trio weighing just 50 grams at hatching, hatched
in mid-March but were rejected by their inexperienced
mother and so were removed for hand-rearing. The
Turkmenian Eagle owl is one of the largest and most
spectacular owls in the world and is closely related to the
large European Eagle owl.
Sadly though, it is believed
to now be extinct in its
original wild range around
Turkmenistan, there are also
very few in captivity so these three Easter
chicks are very important individuals,
although they may not realise it!
Both parents were also hatched here
at Linton and their dad ‘Pip’ is 22 years
old this year.
Top right: Pictured 2 days old, the third is yet to hatch.
Left: Proud dad Pip shows off his spectacular orange eyes.
Right: Igor, Yelena and Mischa pictured at 2 weeks old.

BABY LEMUR JOY

Harriet, one of our WHITE COLLARED LEMURS gave
birth over night on the 16th April to a beautiful little baby.
This is a major triumph for this species which is critically
endangered in the wild and very rare in captivity, including
this little one there are only 13 individuals in zoos across
Europe, 7 of which are here at Linton. Listed as one
of The World’s 25 Most Endangered Primates, number
estimates in the wild vary although most agree that a
large percentage of the wild population are hybrids with the
Red-Fronted lemur. So any birth within the captive population is
extremely important to ensure good genetic diversity of The new White Collared Lemur
baby poses for a photo shoot.
future generations both here and in the wild.
Left: Proud mum Harriet, born
here herself in March 2005, gives
her new baby a quick wash.

Our MONGOOSE LEMURS have
given us cause for great celebration.
On the evening of Friday 13th May Maggie gave birth to a healthy little
baby, the first to be born in captivity for over 4 years! Conditions have
to be absolutely perfect for this species to breed in captivity and
to mirror their natural environment as much as
possible, where Lemur numbers are sadly in
decline. Diet, temperature and many other Just a few days old the baby Mongoose
Lemur begins to open its eyes.
factors have to be carefully managed. As
the EEP studbook holders for this species we have worked very hard
over the last few years to ensure every animal possible in the European
Breeding Programme is in a pair with a breeding recommendation.
What a fantastic reward for all of our work!
Babies cling on to their mothers tummy for the first couple of weeks and
then get a bit more adventurous as they build in strength and confidence!
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BABY BOOM

Our owls have done us proud yet again, the
Rufous Legged Owls, Brown Wood Owls and
Spectacled Owls have all produced chicks. Owlets
often look quite different from the parents so
you can easily tell the parents from the
youngsters, take a look at the enclosure
information signs to see which is which!

Left: Spectacled Owl,
Right: It’s newly fledged Owlet.

The Snowy Owls chicks always manage to cause
quite a stir at the zoo, to sleep they lay face down
on the ground doing a very good impression
of a dead bird! Snowy owlets start life a dark
grey colour and develop the characteristic white
plumage after a few weeks.

Don’t be
alarmed!
A sleeping
Snowy Owl
lays face
down on the
ground!

Queenie our young
female Pigeon
hatched at
Banham Zoo on
8th September
2010 and had to be
hand-reared by
keepers.

Left: Malaysian Brown Wood Owl,
Right: It’s 3 week old Owlet.

NEW SPECIES FOR LINTON ZOO

On 18th April we were delighted to welcome a new species
here at Linton Zoo. Now that the Dodo is extinct the Victoria
Crowned Pigeon is the largest member of the Pigeon family and can
grow up to 75cm from head to tail.
Pigeons together with flamingos, are unusual
among birds in that they produce a milk to
feed to their chicks. The crest is so large and
beautiful that these birds have been hunted
as much as the Birds of Paradise.
Unlike other birds, Pigeons and Doves do not
sip when drinking, but instead they immerse their
bill, sucking up water. Right: The red background has been

YELLOW SHOULDERED
AMAZON PARROTS

added to highlight the striking white
tips of the crown feathers unique to
this species.
Below: Our family of Yellow Shouldered Amazon
Parrots, the youngsters eyes are completely
black, they develop the orange colouring when
reaching maturity.

On 15th April some of our past residents
returned to us from Twycross Zoo in
Warickshire where they had been staying
for a while. They are a great favourite with
staff and visitors due to their friendliness
and comedic antics. Within minutes of arriving
at the zoo they were chatting away to all of
the other Amazon Parrots creating what can only be called
Parrots Happy Hour! Moving straight into a newly renovated aviary,
with their siblings who had remained with us here, the lucky parrots
quickly settled in and began their mischievous clowning around.

NEW BLOOD LINE

Pogo, the young male Parma Wallaby who arrived with us last
year, has taken to his new role as dominant male very well, as
just a few months later we have 5 Joeys hopping around. Once
believed to be extinct, numbers of this species are gradually
increasing due to conservation efforts - although they are
still endangered currently classified as Near Threatened.
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THE WEIRD & WONDERFUL IN YOUR GARDEN
now and then we are sent pictures
AND AT THE ZOO! Every
from people asking us to identify

something they have found in their home, garden or out and about in the
countryside. Here are a select few of the wide variety of wonderful creatures
we share our homes, gardens and zoo with.
Bee-Flys could easily Elephant Hawk Moths are one of the
be mistaken for a bee, more colourful moths we have in this
but it’s identifiable by its country. The caterpillar (often found on
long proboscis sticking Fuchsias) is thought to resemble an elephants
o u t the front. It can grown trunk and when startled, the caterpillar draws
up
to
12mm in body length. The its trunk into its foremost body segment.
p ro b o s c i s , which may look dangerous is This posture, pictured right, resembles a
actually used to suck up nectar from deep snake with a large head and four large
eye-like patches.
within flowers, can add another 6mm.

Grass Snakes love being
around water and
are
Ladybird larva are
sometimes known as the Ringed
not the prettiest of
Snake due to the pale coloured
things, (left) it will
ring around it’s neck. The ring can range from
stay in this stage of its
2 very small marks to a quite thick ring in some
life cycle for about 3 weeks
individuals, especially youngsters, this collar
and in that time it will probably consume
can be quite a bright yellow.
up to 500 plant lice before it pupates and
develops into an adult beetle.
The
Southern
The Cockchafer or
Hawker is a beautiful
Maybug (shown right)
Dragonfly with a wingspan
can grow up to 4cm,
of up to 10cm. It is usually
adults emerge around
seen individually and is quite inquisitive
May (hence the name)
so it may fly quite close to investigate
and live for 5-7 weeks. The
observers. Shown above is a male with bright
grubs which live underground
blue and green colourings, the female is dark
at depths of up to 100cm, can take 3-4 years
brown with green markings.
to develop before they pupate.

How to encourage wildlife into your garden!

• Make a pond - but make sure it has shallow edges to allow
easy access for frogs and newts.
• If you have a fence remove a small section so hedgehogs
and frogs can get into your plot.
• Put up bird feeders. Everyone wins - you enjoy birds and
the birds get a good feed.
• Encourage bees by planting pollen and nectar rich plants
such as Lavender, Rudbeckia, Sedum and Catmint.
• Build a log-pile to encourage biodiversity - the ideal habitat
for small mammals, amphibians and all manner of insects,
• Dead wood left on the tree could become a home for bats,
birds or invertebrates.
• Leave a pile of fallen leaves undisturbed in a damp, shady
corner of the garden - frogs, toads, newts and slug-eating
centipedes thrive on decay.
• Leave an area of your garden to go wild, let grass grow
long and selective weeds flourish especially nettles
(remember - weeds are only flowers in the wrong place!)

RECYCLING

The majority of the litter we find filling
our bins actually comes from what people
bring in themselves. We have a very
strict recycling policy here, if it can be
recycled - then it is. Visitors often don’t
realise the cost of disposing of waste
and that all rubbish is sorted and put
into the relevant recycling boxes by staff
at the end of each day. To help us, we’d
like to request that visitors, who bring
their own food, take their rubbish back
home with them to recycle in their own
time. This would be a great way to teach
children the importance of recycling.
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CHARITY EVENING AT LINTON ZOO

19th
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JOIN US FOR A WILD NIGHT OUT!

This year we will be holding a very special late night fund raising evening
where visitors can join us to see the zoo in this very different setting. The
whole feel of the zoo changes once the visitors have gone home and rather
than keep this magical time to ourselves we’d like to share it with you.

The zoo will stay
open until 10.00pm
(last admission at 8.30pm)
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All money raised on the night will go directly to our Conservation Fund,
helping support and protect animals directly in the wild and in captivity.

Animal
Encounters
and Creature
Features will

Katinka our Amur tigress born
here in 2006 enjoys her lunch.

be provided by
our keeper team
to make this
an evening you
won’t forget.

Our Clouded Leopards usually only
come out after visitors have left.
Will you be lucky enough to see them?

The perfect summer night out for you, your family and friends.
We reserve the right to change or withdraw any of the advertised programmes without notice.

SHOPPING LIST FOR NEW ENCLOSURE

Building a new aviary or enclosure is not as easy as you may think, the planning stage alone is
a long and arduous process as you have to take into account the many aspects of the animals
varying needs, as well as any possible future needs of the animals or enclosures. Timing is a
big factor, consideration has to be given to those animals around the building site who may be
breeding or have young, we also have to take into account visitors safety whilst manoeuvring
around larger materials, so work is often carried out after closing. Labour can also add quite a
considerable chunk onto the bill, wherever possible we support our community by employing local
tradesmen. And then there’s the weather...!!!

Minimum materials required
• Bricks for house,
• Insulation for cavity,
• Double glazed windows with plastic frames,
• Kitchen grade wall covering,
• Tiles of commercial grade vinyl for floor,
• Low energy lighting,
• Metal or wood for aviary frame,
• Good quality British welded and galvanised
mesh for aviary panels and indoor partitions,
• Black paint for mesh and framework,
• Plants / perches for inside aviaries.
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The Toucan aviaries shown nearing completion in
September 2010. The Toco Toucans and Lady Ross’ Turacos
have now moved into their upgraded accommodation.

K E E P E R TA L K S A N D A C T I V I T I E S
A selection of some of these exciting keeper talks and activities
are planned for the weekends and school holidays.
The daily programme is displayed near the entrance.
Lemur feed and keeper talk

Find out all about the Lemurs and other creatures
from Madagascar as the Lemurs have their
breakfast.

Tapir feed and keeper talk
A chance to find out more about these large
rainforest creatures when our Brazilian Tapir
family have their lunch.
At the Tapir paddock*

Creature Feature animal encounter

Meet the keepers with some of the little zoo animals which
may include Geckos, Bearded dragons, Owls, Giant snails,
Guinea Pigs, Snakes and Stick insects.

Free flying birds and Owl encounter

A chance to get very close to some of our
owls and other birds. In better weather
you may see Odin and Ayesha, our pair of
Great Grey Owls free flying which is a thrilling
experience as the owls swoop low over your head
and meet ‘Dodger’, the comical Cara Cara.
Wonderful photographic opportunities!
Not during the winter but check the information board at the entrance.
Birds flown will vary depending on the time of year and weather.

Southern Ground Hornbill
keeper talk
Meet Oboe, the first successfully hand reared Southern
Ground Hornbill in Europe. Learn all about this
wonderful species from Africa and what we are
doing to support projects in the wild.
At Oboe’s enclosure *

Big Cat conservation talk
Find out all about our Big Cats here at the zoo and what we are doing to
help save these magnificent creatures in the wild.
at the top of the Tiger enclosure*
* We reserve the right to cancel or alter any of the advertised programme. If you are visiting to specifically
attend any of our scheduled talks please check before you visit to confirm the activity you wish to attend
will still be taking place. Many of the talks are weather permitting and times may vary.

Telephone: 01223 891308

www.lintonzoo.com
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PHOTOGRAPHY DAY COMPETITION

Photography Days at Linton Zoo during 2010 were a huge success, as well as having tutorage on
hand from wildlife photographer Colin Edwards, participants also gained special close access to
some of Linton Zoos wonderful animals.
The photography competition was open
H
P
A
R
only to those who had taken part in a
PHOTOG
2 0 1 0 W IN N IN G
l
Photography Day and all entries must have
es of Haverhil
been taken at Linton Zoo during 2010.
by Chris Humphri
Over 45 entries were received and judged
by Colin Edwards, Kim Simmons - Director
of Linton Zoo and Andrew James - Chief
Editor of Practical Photography Magazine.
With so many beautiful pictures to
choose from, selecting an overall winner
was very difficult. Smaller animals are
often overlooked against the larger more
charismatic creatures, but Chris has
managed to capture a very special image
of Gek the Leopard Gecko.

2010 MERIT AWARD taken by
Peter Warne of Woodford Green

We couldn’t let this picture of Ruby the Red Ruffed
Lemur (right) go without an award, so Peter Warne
of Woodford Green scooped the Merit Award.

Take a look at some of the other
competition entries.

Percy the Royal Python by Dave Elliott. From Africa this
species is one of the smallest of the Python family and
due to their beautiful skin the Royal Python is the most
widely sold snake in the pet trade.
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Odin the Great Grey Owl by Beverley Cockburn-Evans. They have
excellent hearing, and can locate and capture prey moving beneath
60 cm (2 feet) of snow in a series of tunnels, solely with that sense.
They can crash through snow that could support the weight of a
180 pound person to catch their prey.

Sandie Roulett captures a
special moment between
Safina and Zuri. Lions now
live in less than 22% of
their original range.
African Grey Necked
Crowned Crane
by Liz Corteen. The
Crowned Crane is the
national bird of Uganda
and features in the
country’s flag and coat
of arms.
Dale Williams
photo of Lisa
the African
Leopards
shows her
playful side.
Lisa, born
here in
1992, often
surprises
visitors by
showing she
can purr
just like a
domestic
house cat!

African Lion - Zuri
Because you’re worth it!
by Steve Morrell
Some scientists suggest that
the decline in lion population is
irreversible and that zoo captive
breeding programmes are the
only chance this magnificent
species has of survival.
Dick Godden picture of
Cosmo the European Dark
Breasted Barn Owl. Darker in
colour than the British Barn
Owl this species is native to
North-Eastern Europe.

Want to learn to take
photos like this?

Visit www.lintonzoo.com
to find out more about our
2011 Photography Days.
Centurio the Snow Leopard
by Paul Meacham. Snow
Leopard bones are also
now being used in Chinese
medicine as a substitute
for tiger’s bones which are
now not as available due to
the tiger drawing closer to
extinction each day.
Chris Humphries captures
Katinka the Amur Tiger
splashing around. Today
there are around 400
individual Amur Tigers in
the wild, a devastatingly
low number!
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GAMES AND ACTIVITIES

WORDFIT

Can you fit these words into the grid?
3 LETTERS
4 LETTERS
OWL
HARE
5 LETTERS
LEMUR
MACAW
SNAKE
STORK
ZEBRA

6 LETTERS
PARROT
TOUCAN
TURACO
TURTLE

7 LETTERS
LEOPARD
TAMARIN
VULTURE

8 LETTERS
HORNBILL
TERRAPIN
TORTOISE

9 LETTERS
AMUR TIGER
PORCUPINE
TARANTULA

11 LETTERS
AFRICAN LION
RED
KANGAROO

12 LETTERS
14 LETTERS
BRAZILIAN
CROWNED
TAPIR
CRANE
Q. What did the Penguin
PARMA WALLABY

Policeman say to the
Snowman Robber?

EYE EYE!

Can you tell whose eye is whose?

B

A

D

E

G

H

A. FREEZE!

C

These are not 6 copies of the same pictures find the 3 matching pairs of photos!

1

2

3

4

5

6

F

I

Write the corresponding letter in the boxes below.
Turaco

Tiger

Gecko

Leopard

Lemur

Triceratops

Hornbill

Zebra

Eagle Owl

ANSWERS. EYE EYE: A-Eagle Owl, B-Zebra, C-Leopard, D-Hornbill, E-Triceratops, F-Turaco, G-Tiger, H-Gecko, I-Lemur
MATCHING PAIRS: 1&4. 2&6, 3& 5
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FIND THE TWO
MATCHING PAIRS

FOCUS ON EXTINCTION
Our model dinosaurs are a fantastic aid to our education programme.
Seeing how these creatures would have looked when they
roamed the earth really brings home the true meaning of the
word ‘Extinction’, a word we will all be hearing
much more frequently.
‘Earth is losing species at a rate
comparable to the mass extinction
of the dinosaurs.’ International
Union for the Conservation of
Nature (IUCN).

Scientists believe that
a species of plant or animal
becomes extinct every
20 minutes, not just the
big animal we know and
love, but small ones you
may never have even
heard of before.

The present period now
qualifies as one of the six great
periods of mass extinction in
the history of Earth.
Critically endangered species at
Linton Zoo include: Blue Throated
Macaws, Radiated Tortoise and our
family of Cotton Top Tamarins.

Some example of extinctions
this century include:

EXTINCTION
IS FOREVER!
According to a leading professor in
Texas: ‘Half of all living bird and
mammal species will be gone
within 200 or 300 years.’

• 2000 - The Pyrenean Ibex,
• 2004 - The Po’ouli (a Hawaiian bird),
• 2006 - China’s freshwater river dolphin, the
baiji (declared functionally extinct after a
survey failed to find a single animal),
• 2006 - Western Black Rhinoceros (a subspecies
of the Black Rhino tentatively extinct),
• 2008 - The Liverpool Pigeon,
Perhaps the most famous after the
• 2010 - The Alaotra Grebe,
dinosaurs, the Dodo became
• 2011 - The Eastern Cougar.
extinct in the late 1600s.

The Cotton-top Tamarin
is one of the most
endangered species
we keep here at
the zoo. Numbers
are rapidly declining
in the wild for this
Critically
Endangered
species. This little guy is one
of twins born at Linton Zoo
in 2009 to proud parents
Kane and Medelin.

KIDS BIRTHDAY PARTIES AT THE ZOO
Spend your special day with us!
Included in the main package:
• Up to ten children aged from 2 to 13
• Two or three supervising adults
• Picnic lunch box with squash
(tea/coffee for adults)
• Goody bags
• All day admission to the zoo
(during normal opening hours)
• Free use of the bouncy castle
(height restrictions, weather &
availability permitting)

A Meet the Keeper session is also included where
you can get up-close and personal with either:

Package A
THE REPTILES
or
Package B
THE LEMURS
For more
information please
contact the zoo office on
Tel: 01223 891308 or visit www.lintonzoo.com
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FUNDRAISING WITH OUR LEMUR TOURS
Our VIP lemur tours proved extremely popular throughout the February Half
Term and Easter holidays, so much so that we’ve decided to continue offering
them to visitors along with some new VIP tours with our other animals.
Visitors were delighted at the opportunity to come face to face with some
of our lemur families whilst knowing they were contributing directly to the
conservation of these extremely endangered mammals from Madagascar.
This extra special fund raising activity has been devised by keepers and at
the end of February Half Term we were thrilled to be able to present £1240 to
Gary Batters, Vice President of The Lemur Conservation Association (AEECL)
www.aeecl.org. By the end of May we had raised over £3,500!

Kim Simmons presents Gary Batters Vice
President of AEECL with cash raised.

The money raised will assist with the protection of the National Park in Sahamalaza,
Madagascar where lemurs are now threatened by hunting and forest
destruction. All over Madagascar forests are
burned down at a very alarming rate, both
for slash-and-burn agriculture and to
gain space for grazing
cattle.

SPONSORING AN ANIMAL

At Linton Zoo we rely entirely on admission fees to support the work here.
We do not receive help from the government, local authority or any other
source as many people imagine. Visitors to the zoo may not realise how
much money is needed to build and maintain the enclosures the animals
live in, or how much money is needed for feed bills each year!
Sponsoring your favourite animal is easy!
Collect a form from the gate or visit the website www.lintonzoo.com (Prices
start at £25 per year). Sponsorships make excellent eco gifts for Christmas,
Birthdays and other special occasions, our gift packs can often be prepared
at quite short notice too. Unlimited admission for one year can be purchased
Our charismatic Red Ruffed
at a discount price only when taken in conjunction with a
Lemur Rumble is still the most
sponsored animal here at the zoo. sponsorship at the same address.

VOLUNTEERING WITH US AT THE ZOO

Work experience with the animals - our work experience placement
scheme here at the zoo runs throughout the year, however, we are unable to take on
anyone under the age of 16, even for voluntary work.
All work experience placement applicants must be able to commit to a minimum of a
6 week, full time block (5 days a week, which will include some weekends and Bank
Holidays if they fall within your 6 week period), after this initial training period it may
be possible to change to 1 or more days a week if required.
Work experience placements are much sought after so we cannot guarantee a place,
but if you feel you are able to make this commitment then please apply. There is a
£100 fee to book a placement, this is strictly non-refundable, even if you are unable
to attend your booked work experience.
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Telephone: 01223 891308 or visit our website www.lintonzoo.com

David is assisted
by the Red Ruffed
Lemurs while
cleaning out their
enclosure.

EDUCATION AT THE ZOO

No one can deny the enormous value of practical
sessions and hands-on teaching and that learning is
generally much more fun outside of the classroom!
Knowledge is more easily retained when taught in this way
and where better to have lessons than the stimulating,
yet tranquil, environment of the zoo. Children have the
opportunity of seeing, smelling, hearing and even touching
real live animals.

To enhance their visit, keepers present a
short interactive and hands-on session
‘Fur, feathers, scales and dinosaurs’
designed to bring to life various
National Curriculum science
lessons. The boys and girls
Children of Rayne Primary and Nursery watch
have been thrilled to see
Amber the young Sulcata Giant Tortoise
and touch some exciting
creatures from around the world such as Percy the Royal python,
Boris the Bearded dragon, Becky our beautiful Barn owl, a couple
of more familiar Guinea pigs and also a fossil dinosaur egg, linking
the past with the present. The short talk helps children recognise
the difference between birds, mammals and reptiles and highlights the
meaning of extinction and endangered species and the need to care for
our precious world. The talks can be tailored to suit any age or subject
Children from Dame Bradburys School meet
requirement; our staff are happy to discuss with teachers any ideas
Bernard the Bearded Dragon with keeper Kat
different from those we offer.

We have a series of specially constructed talks
which are designed to make learning fun,
interactive, memorable and very hands-on.
Would your class like to sponsor an animal?
We have been contacted by many schools who wish to get
involved in our conservation work following fund raising
activities they have organised at school.
There are a wide range of options available to you from
sponsoring an individual animal or plant up to a whole
enclosure or new development. Please contact the zoo
office should you wish to discuss this further.

Rodings Primary School meet Cosmo the
European Dark Breasted Barn Owl

OUTREACH - BRINGING THE ZOO TO YOU
There is no doubt that children develop a special interest in the
creatures we share the world with when given the opportunity
to see them close-at-hand, or even to be able to touch them!
The way in which children are introduced to our fellow creatures
may reflect their attitude towards them later on in life.

Children from Dame Bradburys School in Saffron
Walden meet Percy the Royal Python

The Zoo Outreach Programme brings the zoo into the classroom!
Our education team visits schools, clubs and homes with a
variety of smaller animals such as invertebrate species, reptiles,
small mammals and birds which give us endless scope to teach
a range of science, history, geography, art and maths related
subjects at your school, playgroup or birthday party.
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FOR THOSE WHO WANT SOMETHING MORE
THAN JUST A ZOO VISIT
TLE You can book in advance a
IT
L
S
R
E
P
KEE
Keeper Experience package.
R
E
P
L
E
H
A unique way of getting
For
ages 5-8

much closer to some of
your favourite zoo
animals.

zoo keeper
experience

for adults
&
Children
age 8+
ALL EXPERIENCES INCLUDE:
• All day entry to the zoo,
• Certificate of participation,
• Animal sponsorship for 1 year,
• Donation to wild animal
conservation projects

corporate
experiences

An ideal gift for Birthdays,
Christmas & other special
occasions.

big cat &
large mammal
experience
Age 18+
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FRIENDS OF LINTON ZOO
If you would like to keep in touch with what’s going on here at Linton Zoo, join the ‘Friends’! Membership for one
year is automatic with any donations of £10 or more (£12 or more overseas). You will receive newsletters, bulletins
and e-news when produced keeping you informed of; births, new arrivals and other exciting zoo developments and
also of special events.
To join, simply complete the form below, or a photocopy, and hand it in at the gate house or send it to:
The Secretary, Friends of Linton Zoo, Hadstock Road, Linton, Cambridge CB21 4NT together with your donation.

ISSUE 21
Name: Mr/Mrs/Miss/Dr _________________________________________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________ Postcode: ___________________________
Telephone Number: ____________________________________ Age if under 14 years ____________________
I enclose a donation of ________________________________ (please do not send cash in the post)
CHEQUES SHOULD BE MADE PAYABLE TO ‘LINTON ZOO CONSERVATION FUND’
Please write your cheque guarantee card number on the reverse of the cheque. Thank you.
We thank you for your donation. You are assured that all money received will assist the programmes we operate to help rare
and endangered species of wildlife and to help promote a better understanding of them.
The Linton Zoo Conservation Fund is a registered charity, number 802633

LOCATION:

Easy to find and well sign posted! 10 miles South-east of
Cambridge on B1052 just off A1307 (M11 junction 9 northbound
or junction 10 southbound). Ample free parking for cars and
coaches. Nearest Rail Station is Cambridge, take Stagecoach 13
to Linton Police Station stop - the zoo is a 5 to 10 minute walk.

PARTIES

Reduced rates available for groups of 20 or more. Parties must
be pre-booked at least 1 week in advance. Please telephone for
an information pack.
CONTACT
For bookings and further information:
Linton Zoo, Cambridgeshire’s Wildlife Breeding Centre,
Hadstock Road, Linton, Cambridgeshire, CB21 4NT

Telephone/Fax:(01223) 891308

www.lintonzoo.com
PLEASE OBSERVE THE PARK RULES:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

All animals and birds can and may bite or peck.
Do not put your hands near anything.
Please walk quietly around the Zoo, do not run or shout.
Feeding of animals is not allowed. It is unnecessary and unkind.
Children under 14 are not allowed to wander unattended. Parents
and guardians please do not let children get out of your sight at
any time.
Hands must be washed as much as possible before and after
eating on zoo premises.
Dogs and pets are not allowed around the Zoo. There is a lane
nearby suitable for walking dogs.
Kite flying is not allowed; the bright colours and noise can be very
disturbing to the animals.
Ball games are restricted to the car park and playing field only.
Do not cross any of the safety barriers.
Children must be supervised when using any play equipment.

THESE PARK RULES ARE FOR THE BENEFIT OF VISITORS
AND ANIMALS ALIKE - THANK YOU

First Aid is available from the entrance gate.

OPENING TIMES

Last admission 1 hour before closing time.
From
To
Open
Close
28/05/11 11/09/11
10.00am 6pm
12/09/11 30/10/11
10.00am 5pm
31/10/11 27/11/11
10.30am 4pm
28/11/11 03/02/12
Winter weekends*
*Closed: 24th to 26th Dec. Open: 27th Dec to 1st Jan
Check website for exact times and dates

ADMISSION
Prices until 31/12/11 (incl. VAT) are:

Adults

OAP

Child
(2-13 years)

Individuals

£8.50

£7.50

£6.00

SEASON TICKETS 2011
Unlimited Admission for one year
1 Adult £35
2 Adults £ 65
(Purchased together)
]

1 Child £25
]

1 OAP £ 30
2 OAPs £55
(Purchased together)
]

FAMILY £100
1 Adult & 3 Children or
2 Adults & 2 Children
Application Forms are available from
the Zoo Office
15

LINTON ZOOLOGICAL GARDENS

AMUR TIGER

Panthera tigris altaica
Status in the wild:
ENDANGERED
Mirko
Katinka
The largest of all big
cats has less than 250
successfully breeding
adult Amur tigers
left in the wilds of
Katinka, born at Linton Zoo April 2006 Eastern Russia.

AFRICAN LIONS
Panthera leo

Status in the wild:
VULNERABLE

Zuri, hand-reared at Linton Zoo
Zuri, hand-reared at Linton Zoo

Zuri
Safina
Riziki
Karla
Approximately 30% of
the wild lion population
has been wiped out
from it’s native SubSaharan Africa in the
last 20 years.

SNOW LEOPARDS
Panthera uncia

Status in the wild:
ENDANGERED

Lhamo, pictured 2 years old

Saffron Walden B1051

Cambridge A1307 (A604) & M11

A. Parrots, Macaws, Cockatoos C. Reptiles
B. Hornbills
D. Binturong House & Spiders

Bucorvus leadbeateri

Gyps rueppellii

NEAR THREATENED
Ziggy
Flying up to a record
37,000ft, numbers in
Africa are dropping.

GREY NECKED CROWNED CRANE

CONSERVATION STATUS

The conservation status of a species is an indicator of the likelihood of that species
remaining extant (still existing) either in the present day or the near future.

AT LOWER RISK
LEAST
CONCERN

Extinct

No individuals remaining

Extinct in the Wild

Known only to survive in captivity

Critically Endangered

Extremely high risk of extinction in the wild

Endangered

Very high risk of extinction in the wild

Vulnerable

High risk of extinction in the wild

Near Threatened

Likely to become endangered in the near future

Least Concern

Does not qualify for a more at risk category

NEAR
THREATENED

VULNERABLE

ENDANGERED

CRITICALLY
ENDANGERED

Shannon
Tanya
Rhinos and horses are
the closest relatives to
these South American
animals which have
remained unchanged
for 30 million years.

HARTMANN’S MOUNTAIN ZEBRA
Equus hartmannae

Status in the wild:
VULNERABLE

VULNERABLE
Charles
Camilla
Upgraded to vulnerable
due to habitat loss in
Central/Eastern Africa.

CRITICALLY
ENDANGERED
Diego
Julieta
Around 250 birds are
left in the wild.

THREATENED

Mum Tanya with daughter Yarah

Balearica regulorum

Ara glaucogularis

EXTINCT

Status in the wild:
VULNERABLE

1. Terrapins
2. Porcupines
3. Leopards

RUEPPELL’S GRIFFON VULTURE

LEAST CONCERN
Oboe
Wild numbers are still
dropping in Southern
and central Africa.

BLUE THROATED MACAW

BRAZILIAN TAPIR
Tapirus terrestris

MAP REFERENCES

SOUTHERN GROUND HORNBILL

Centurio
Lhamo
Their stocky bodies,
thick fur and large
paws
help
them
survive in the cold,
snowy climates of
the Mountain ranges
of Central Asia.

Left to right: Harkim, Goya and Heidi

Harkim
Goya
Heidi
The largest of the
Mountain zebra the
Harmann’s live in the
dry, stoney mountain
and hill habitats of
South-West Africa.

ALDABRA GIANT TORTOISE
Geochelone gigantea

EXTINCT IN
THE WILD

Status in the wild:
VULNERABLE

EXTINCT

Teddy, pictured March 2003

and
Teddy
many
Jude
more!
Norma
Living over 150 years
and growing to 150kg
these tortoises live in
the Aldabra Atoll, a
group of islands in
the Indian Ocean.

